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The child swung and missed for the ninth time. The parents in the stands kept cheering the girl on. Maybe she
will hit the ball this time. Another windup, another pitch, another miss. Ten times, seven more than she is
allowed. “Come on sweety, you can do it!” echoed from the stands. Finally bat and ball connected. A slower
roller to second and she was safe. One batter later and she was now out in the field. The first batter of the
other team came up, a young girl with down syndrome. She stepped into the batter’s box and took a hard cut
at the first pitch. Strike one. Then a slow curve came second and she stood mesmerized. Strike two. Then a
fastball whizzed down the hard of the plate and she swung the bat after the ball hit the glove. Strike three.
She’s out. But she stood in the batter’s box waiting for the next pitch and it came. Yet the girl who received 10
pitches in the field was livid. Three strikes! She’s out! Why does she get more?!?! It didn’t take long for her
manager to pull her off the field and sit her down on the bench.
The astronomical sum that the debtor owed his master is beyond reasoning. It would have taken at least 1,000
years for him to pay it off. I’m not sure who is more out of their mind in this parable. The debtor who thinks he
can work this off or the king who forgives the debt? But this is God’s grace. This is life in the kingdom. God’s
forgiveness and grace is greater than we expect. The fact that His Son died for our sin, and not only ours, but
the whole world should show us how merciful He is. And so that mercy enlivens us to show mercy. No, it’s not
easy to forgive. But it is not a question of ease. For you are Christ’s and as Christ’s you are commanded to
forgive.
Trinity Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and as such
practice’s close communion. If you have not been confirmed in an LC-MS congregation or have previously
spoken with Pastor Storck, please take time before the Divine Service begins to speak with Pastor or one of
the elders about our communion practice.

Blessing of the Advent Wreath, Candelabras, and Candles
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord, Moses was commanded by the Lord to receive gifts from the people the for
beautification of the sanctuary. Everyone whose heart stirred and whose spirit was moved brought a
contribution to the Lord to be used in the Lord's house in all its services.
Since the Lord has taught us in His holy Word that everything is sanctified by the Word of God and
prayer, it is fitting that we bless and sanctify these candles, candelabras, and Advent Wreath for use in
God's holy house.
Let these candles remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into the
light of His glorious kingdom. As the prophet Isaiah says, "The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined."

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P

The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, You have directed us to bring offerings for Your glory. We implore You to bless this Advent
Wreath, Candelabras, and candles. Grant that they may reflect our love for You, benefit Your Church, and
bring joy to those who use them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this wreath, candelabras and
candles for use in His Church.
C Amen.

Glory Be to God the Father
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Confession and Absolution
Invocation
P

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

Exhortation
P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C

who made heaven and earth.

P

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Confession of Sins
P

O almighty God, merciful Father,

C

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution
P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit for Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!

Kyrie
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis
P Glory be to God on High,
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee.
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And with thy spirit.

PO God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C

Amen.

Old Testament

Genesis 50:15–21

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate
us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying,
“Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of
your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression
of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also
came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them,
“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not
fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
15

P

This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Confession
What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is,
forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven.

What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but
before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.

Epistle

Romans 14:1–12

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats,
for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before
his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
1

One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor
of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one
who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
5

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12So then each of us will give an account of
himself to God.
10

P

This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
C

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel
P

Matthew18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

C

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? As many as seven times?”
21

22

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
23

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

God Moves in a Mysterious Way

5

You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.
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Sermon

“Seven or Seventy Times Seven?”

Offertory
C

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And with thy spirit.

P

Lift up your hearts.

C

We lift them up unto the Lord.

P

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

C

It is meet and right so to do.

P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus
C

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer
P

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

C

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

Amen.

Agnus Dei
C

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

Chief of Sinners Though I Be

5

O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
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Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Nunc Dimittis
C

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people,

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving
A

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

C

and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C

Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And with thy spirit.

A

Bless we the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C

Amen, Amen, Amen.

Praise to You and Adoration
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Prayers for this week:
Sandy Baker, home with daughter to regain her strength.
Marvella Emerick, recovering from a broken hip.
Harvey Walter, currently dealing with a cardiac issue.
Dorleen Probasco, she is still recovering very slowly and can not walk yet but her
arm is healing.
Lamont Wilch, grandfather of David Roseboom, who suffered a small stroke and is
struggling with his recovery.
Merle Schulz, brother of Sandra Pope, who suffered a stroke and is recovering in a
rehabilitation facility.
For Trinity Lutheran School Staff: Carrie Brown, Barbara Bass, Andra Godin,
Johanna Walter, and Joanna Skovgaard, the students and families as we have begun
a new school year.

Let us keep Pastor Storck and Sarah in our prayers as they prepare for
the move to Michigan. Our prayers are for a swift and successful sale of
their home and for a safe journey to their new home. Our prayers are also
for his new parsonage in Chesterfield and the congregation there. Our
prayers are for our own congregation as we begin this new chapter with a
new Pastor. We pray that this change will go well and that we will find a
new Pastor quickly.

We are looking for anyone interested in being on a Call Committee. We
are going to begin our search for a new Pastor. Anyone interested
please contact Scott Bostron at 970-768-7209. We need help to find the
right Pastor for our church and to move on with this next chapter for
our congregation.

Save The Date
Bethesda Craft Fair
We are excited to announce that we have set the date of October 17,
2020 for the Bethesda Craft Fair. It will be held in the Parish Hall and
will run from 9am –12pm. We will have breakfast, craft items, and
baked goods for sale. We will not be doing white elephant or garage
sale items this year. We are ready to collect any craft items you have
made for the fair and would like to have them as soon as possible.
Please contact Brenda Hofman at 970-768-7427 to make
arrangements.
The need for Bethesda is great, and we appreciate the support you
can give with donated items, monetary donations, or attendance at
the fair.

Next Youth Group meeting will be at the Klenda’s September 19th at 7.00 pm. We will
have a BBQ. The youth group will supply the hot dogs and buns. Please bring a side dish
to share. All confirmed youth are welcome. If you have any questions please contact
Kristin Klenda at 867-1824.

A special prayer request for Evalu Underwood.
She was recently diagnosed with Leukemia. She will enter the
University of Colorado Hospital in Aurora on September 3rd for
additional chemo and will have a stem cell transplant on
September 8.
Evalu will not be returning home till early December. John and the
family will need our prayers and support through this difficult time.

I missed putting Brian Pratt’s Birthday on the Calendar. I am so
sorry. Yesterday on September 12th it as Brian’s Birthday. So
Happy Belated Birthday to Brian!

FOR THE LORD’S WORK

General Offering

ATTENDANCE

6:00pm

9:00am

11:00am
September 13
2 Chron. 32:1-22
Col 1:1-23

19

53

16

(*18)

(*44)

(*14)

$9,799.00

Missions/Hispanic

$275.00

Radio/Candelabra

$700.00

Tuition Assistance

$450.00

Mem/Flow/Ann.

$214.00

Social Concerns

$800.00

K-5

$95.00

* Communed
Little Lambs
Total

September 14
2 Chron. 33:1-25
Col. 1:24-2:7

$5,795.75
$18,128.75

Bank Balance: $64,960.14
Bills Due: <$10,131.35>
Payroll: <~$21,000.00>

September 15
2 Chron. 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33
Col. 2:8-23
September 16
2 Chron. 35:1-7, 16-25
Col. 3:1-25
September 17
2 Chron. 36:1-23
Col. 4:1-18

School Chapel is held each Wednesday morning
at 8:15am in the Chapel room. Little Lambs
Chapel follows at 9:00am. All are welcome to
attend!

September 18
Neh. 1:1-2:10
1 Tim. 1:1-20
Chapel Offering

September 19
Neh. 2:11-20; 4:1-6
1 Tim. 2:1-15

The first quarter Chapel offering for 2020/21 will be going to support the
rebuilding of Central Lutheran School of Newhall, IA. Severely damaged by
the derecho the roof on the small gym is gone and there is plenty of water
damage around the rest of the building. If you are so moved to contribute to
the chapel offerings and help us meet our first quarter goal of $500.00 please
leave a specially marked offering in the church plate, at school, or in the
office.

October 13: End of 1st Quarter
October 14-15: Parent/Teacher Conferences

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
TODAY:

9:00am: Divine Service
with Holy Communion
11:00am: Divine Service
with Holy Communion

MONDAY:

Church Office Closed

TUESDAY:

12:00pm: Brown Bag

WEDNESDAY:

8:15am: K-5th Chapel
9:00am: Little Lambs Chapel

THURSDAY:

6:30pm: Board of Elders

SATURDAY:

6:00pm: Divine Service
with Holy Communion

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
SUNDAY:

9:00am: Divine Service
with Holy Communion
11:00am: Divine Service
with Holy Communion

October 13: End of 1st Quarter for TLS
October 15-19: Fall Break

Trinity Lutheran Church and
Little Lambs Early Learning Center
1215 West 7th Ave.
Fort Morgan, CO 80701
Administrator: Mrs. Carri Brown
Office: 970-86-4931
Office Hours: Mon. – Friday: 8:00AM – 12:00PM

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
800 Sherman Street
Fort Morgan, CO 80701
Pastor: Rev. Timothy Storck
Office: 867-5721
Cell: 970-589-3663
Office Hours:
Monday: Closed Tues.-Fri.: 8:30am-12:00PM

